
Affirming Ministry & Mission 
 

Normandale Lutheran Church is a  

community of believers that proclaims 

the gospel of Jesus Christ as Lord and 

Savior, affirms that the Trinity of Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit is fundamental to 

our faith, and witnesses through wor-

ship, education, and ministry. 

Staff roster 
Normandale Lutheran 

Church 

Check out the Web: 

Office Hours: 

 Telephone: 952-929-1697 

 Facsimile:   952-929-2767 

 E-mail: office@normluth.org 

 foundation@normluth.org 

www.normluth.org 

 Monday-Friday: 

 8:00 am to 4:30 pm 

 Saturday: 

 9:00 am to 12:00 noon 

Normandale News (USPS 673-

490) is published monthly by  

Normandale Lutheran Church,  

6100 Normandale Road, Edina, 

MN 55436. Periodical postage 

paid at St. Paul, MN. 
 

Postmaster: Send address 

changes to: Normandale News / 

Normandale Lutheran Church, 

6100 Normandale Road, Edina, 

MN 55436. 

Normandale Lutheran Church / Affirming Ministry & Mission Volume 33, Issue 1               January 12, 2012 

   Pastors 

Pastor Paul Pettersen  

Pastor Dale Howard 

*Pastor Nancy Windels 

*Pastor Charles Humphrey 

*Pastor Dixie Johnson 

   Lay Staff 

Lyle Anderson 

Dana Arnold 

*Andrea Bender  

*Vicki Brunsvold 

David Clarke 

*Mary Ann Cope 

Janet Devine 

*Tobi Duffy 

JoAnne Williams Gustafson 

Steve Hanson 

*Kirsten Jacob 

*Amy James 

*Carrie Kilberg 

*Donna Klingenberg 

*Ruth Oliphant 
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Patty Rumppe 

*Sue Schultz 

*Dr. John Swanson 

*Lorna Wolthoff 

*Kaye Wothe 

    Custodians 

Ron Nelsen 

Art Del Castillo, *Brian Harvey, 

*Clayton Henderson, Randy Lofgren 

    Center for Healing & Wholeness 

*Patti Hankes 

*Kim Kritzer 

*Deborah Paone 

*Shirley Pope 

*Jeanne Schuller 

    Normandale House 

*Phil Larson 

Valerie Pruitt 

    Sponsored Missionaries 

Jim & Carol Sack 

Dana Nelson & Tom Ososki 

 

*Denotes Part-time 

 

 

 

Lead Pastor 

Associate Pastor 

*Associate Pastor 

*Visitation Pastor 

*Visitation Pastor 

 

Church Administrator 

Administrative Assistant 

Web Developer 

Reception Coordinator 

Director of Music 

Wedding Coordinator 

Adm. Assistant / Receptionist 

Seedlings / Faith Imprints Director 

Director of Preschool 

Youth Director 

Senior Ministry Coordinator 

Director of Lay Ministries 

Wedding Coordinator 

Accountant 

Children’s Choir Director 

Children’s Ministry Director 

Administrative Assistant 

Orchard Assistant 

Church Organist 

Assistant Organist 

Parish Nurse 

 

Lead Custodian 

Custodians 

 

 

*H & W Office/Program Manager 

*H & W Health & Wellness Coordinator 

*H & W Executive Director 

*H & W Volunteer Coordinator 

*H & W Resource Consultant 

  

*Homeless Ministry Coordinator 

Program Manager 

 

Tokyo, Japan 

Lima, Peru 
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jeanne@normluth.org 

 

 

phil@normluth.org 
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jsack@luther.ac.jp 

dnelson003@luthersem.edu 

 

 

Sunday, January 29 

 

Pancake Breakfast / 7:30am—12:15pm / Fellowship Hall 
Sponsored by our youth (fundraiser: youth programs) 

 

Annual Meeting—12:15 pm / Fellowship Hall 
Nursery provided—call Tobi Duffy at 952-929-1697 ext 28 to reserve 

 

The Annual Meeting of Normandale Evangelical Lutheran Church will be held Sunday, January 29 at 12:15 pm.  

The agenda will include election of committee and Church Council members, 2012 budget approval, and reports from  

leadership, including the presentation of our strategic plan. 
 

The Annual Meeting of the Normandale Lutheran Church Foundation will follow the meeting of the congregation. 

Worship Life  

Sunday Schedule               

8:30 am Worship 

9:30 am Coffee & Fellowship 

9:30 am Blood Pressure  

9:45 am Sunday School 

9:45 am The Orchard / Global 

  Mission—Mission Month 

9:45 am Youth Education Hour 

10:00 am Toddler Sunday School 1 

10:30 am Toddler Sunday School 2 

11:00 am Worship 

 

 

To see the newsletter in color,  
go to www.normluth.org 

Epiphany 2012 / Mission Month 
  

    

 
 
 
 
 

    
 

 
 

 

January 15 / Epiphany Two / Holy Communion / John 1:43−51  
  

 Follow the Call.  
 We cannot escape the voice of God, nor can we control the outcome of following 

 our Christian calling. In prayer we ask to quiet our minds and listen.  

 Chad Schwitters, Executive Director of Urban Homeworks, preaching   

 
January 22 / Epiphany Three / Mark 1:14−20  

 Follow Risk. 
 Following the pathway with Jesus is extreme sacrifice. Possessions, family, careers;  

 by following Jesus we may need a shift in how we prioritize our daily living. 

 Rev. Andrea DeGroot-Nesdahl, preaching   
 

January 29 / Epiphany Four  / Mark 1:21−28 

 Follow Justice. 
 Do we stand up to what is evil in the world? Are we ready for miracles? What and  

 where are the miracles today? Pastor Dale Howard, preaching   
 

February 5 / Epiphany Five / Holy Communion / Healing / Mark 1:29−39 
 Jesus is the healer in the weariness of life. Healing appears in many different ways.  

 Today we introduce opportunities for summer camps and mission trips. Through Christ, 

 our summer programs can bring new meaning to our children and adults alike. 

 Pastor Paul Pettersen, preaching  

 

February 12 / Epiphany Six / Mark 1:40−45 
 Jesus continues His healing ministry. The sick come from every direction seeking Jesus 

 in the countryside. When the wounds of daily life seem deep, Jesus becomes the balm. 
 Pastor Paul Pettersen, preaching 

  

February 19 / Transfiguration / Holy Communion / Mark 9:2−9 
 ―Fair is the sunshine, the moonlight, the bright stars, Jesus shines brighter and purer  

 than creation and all the angels.‖ The prophecy and law is fulfilled. God’s voice is  

 heard through the miracle on the mountain top. ―This is my Beloved Son!‖  

 Pastor Dale Howard, preaching 

Deadlines              

Next Newsletter deadline:        

 March 14, 2011 

 

Deadline for bulletin  
announcements: 

 Thursdays, 4:30 pm 

 

http://www.canstockphoto.com/pancakes-breakfast-1312940.html
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The Pastorõs Corner 

  

 ―The desire for joy is  

inherently stronger than the fear of 

sadness, though under certain  

circumstances our preoccupation 

may be with avoiding the latter 

rather than seeking the former.‖ 
 

Saint Thomas Aquinas,  

13th Century Theologian 
 

 The picture to the right was 

taken this past summer in the 

Boundary Waters Canoe Area.  

It was captured by my daughter, 

Hannah, while I was beginning the 

day with the rising sun. Each morn-

ing I greeted the sun with stretching 

joy, reaching upward in my small 

attempt to meet the Creator. Our 

campsite was the perfect location 

for the meeting. 
 

 ―Make a joyful noise to the 

Lord, all the earth; break forth into 

joyous song and sing praises…Let the rivers clap their hands; let the hills sing together for joy at the presence of the Lord.‖ 
 

      Psalm 98:4, 7-8 
 

 As midwinter comes, there is the temptation to become preoccupied with avoiding the fear of sadness, as Aquinas 

describes, but my desire for joy is inherently stronger. Joy is more than happiness, for it remains in spite of circumstances. 

Joy is found in deep spiritual connection, the unbending confidence in God’s presence, regardless of surrounding condi-

tions and events. 
 

 ―Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is 

near.‖ St. Paul, from prison, to the Philippians 4:4-5. 
 

 In all times and places, through every circumstance…seek joy, for God is with you. Jesus Christ comes to you. 

The Holy Spirit blows through you. Seek joy. Stretch in the morning to meet your God. Lean your life toward the light of 

Jesus Christ. Live your days in love for all creatures and creation. Rest your nights in the confidence that God watches 

over you. 

 

 And when your final day on earth arrives, be ready to awaken to the greatest joy of all. I will be the one you see 

stretching to meet it. 

                                         Peace and joy, 

 

 

 

         Pastor Paul 
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Thank you for your generous year-end response. Gifts received in December 2011 totaled $312,000. Normandale’s total 

2011 receipts were nearly $75,000 over budget for the year, which enabled funding of $496,000 for mission and outreach 

—$46,000 more than budgeted. Total expenditures for 2011 were under budget by $4,600; Normandale ended the year 

with income exceeding expenses by $50,000. These results put us in a strong position for ministry as we move into 2012.   
 

Thank you also for your indications of increased support in 2012. As of January 9, 489 Normandale families have pledged 

to give envelope offerings of $1,550,000—up from $1,509,000 in pledges for 2011. This increase, along with anticipated 

offerings of $208,000 from other families, will support a strong ministry at Normandale, including $452,000 budgeted for 

mission and outreach. 
 

Because of your generosity, ministries previously supported by our Marching Off the Maps campaign will continue to  

receive significant support without a separate ongoing campaign. By including all of our mission and outreach ministries in 

our annual funding, we are reminded that we are doing ministry together in many places as the people of Normandale.  

Ministries previously supported only by separate designated giving have become ministries of Normandale as a whole. 
 

2012 proposed outreach support of $452,000 includes: 
 

Normandale House  $130,000 to support persons in transition from homelessness 

Urban Homeworks  $  30,000 to support the maintenance of affordable housing  

Healing & Wholeness  $  85,000 to support elders at Normandale and in the community 

Lutheran Health Care 

 Bangladesh   $  47,100 to support staff who provide health care for persons in great need 

SAYFSM   $  32,000 to minister to new immigrants with HIV/AIDs 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church $  10,000 to support our partner in Hispanic ministry 

Missionary Support  $  12,100 to support the work of the Sacks in Japan and Pastor Dana Nelson in Peru 

Mission Peru   $    8,200 to support orphans at Huch Uy Runa 
 

The 2011 Annual Report, which will include staff and committee reports, 2011 financial results, and the proposed 2012 

budget, will be available for pick up on Sunday, January 22, one week prior to the January 29 Annual Meeting.  

 

Thank you again for your faithful support of the mission and ministry of Normandale! 
 

Lyle Anderson 

Church Administrator 

 

~ Flowers in the Chancel ~ 

 

If you wish to acknowledge a special 

occasion, blessing, or person by placing flowers in 

the Chancel for Sunday morning worship (with an 

announcement in the bulletin), please see the flower 

chart in the narthex.  

 

A $50 contribution for each occasion is requested. 

Write check payable to Normandale Lutheran Church 

with a notation “Chancel Flowers” on the memo line. 

 

 

~ Help Support our  

Missionaries ~ 
“Missionary Support Charts” are up in the 

Narthex. Our pledged mission support is 

$120 each week for: Jim & Carol Sack and 

$120 for Dana Nelson & her family. We need $30 

from 8 different persons/couples/families every 

week to meet our commitment.  
 

Please remember to pray for the Sack & the  

Nelson families, especially during the week for 

which you have pledged support. 

javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
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Wednesday Night Dinner @ Normandale 

 

 

Dinner served 5:15-6:45 pm. All are invited. 

Cost is $4 per person; $3 (kids 12 & under) 

 

 

News & Announcements  
Normandale Picture Directory 

All Together in One Placeé. 

 
For Normandale members who had their picture taken,  

please pick up your Picture Directory in the Fireside Room. 
 

If you did not have your picture taken and would like to  

purchase a directory, the suggested donation is $5.  

Stop by or call the church office at 952-929-1697. 

 

Memorial Blood Drive 
 

January is National Blood Drive 

month. Give the Gift of Life!  

 

Normandale Lutheran Church 
 

Thursday, January 26 

1:30-6:30 pm 
 

New donors are welcome and needed! If you are 

wondering whether it's right for you, we would be 

happy to answer any questions. 
 

Contact: 

Jan at 952-935-3495  

or at churchblooddrive@hotmail.com 
 

Please consider donating! 

Spiritual Practice  
 

Writing Your Spiritual Memories 
 

Think back to a transformative moment in your own spiritual life. Maybe it was a ―big moment‖ marked by a ceremony, such as  

a baptism, a confirmation, a wedding, or a funeral. Or maybe it was a personal moment, when you were alone and experienced  

an epiphany. Or maybe it was a moment you shared with another person, or a group of people. To get started, make a list of these 

moments, or just start freewriting on the topic of spiritual moments. Or, if you have an object or photograph that was taken that 

day, start with describing it, in detail. 

 

Once you’ve chosen a moment to write about, close your eyes and take yourself back to that moment. What details do you  

remember? What did it smell like there? What were the sounds you heard?  The textures of the things you touched? The taste of 

the food you ate? The colors, shapes, and details of the objects and people that were there? 

 

Often, when we tell stories from the past, we skip over the details and summarize a moment – after all, that’s what we’re used to 

doing in everyday conversation. But when we write, we can think of ourselves as a camera focusing in on each detail, close up, 

evoking a moment second by second – immersing ourselves and our reader in the moment. Keeping a journal that records our 

everyday experiences can also help preserve the ―God in the details‖ that we may not see at first glance. As C.S. Lewis pointed 

out: ―We may ignore, but we can nowhere evade the presence of God. The world is crowded with Him. He walks everywhere 

incognito.‖ 

 

As we all struggled into our boots and coats, I  

remarked to Pastor Bob that I really liked his socks, which 

were red, decorated with Christmas trees.  He smiled as Betty 

commented, ―Who knew you were so hip, Bob?‖ 

The next time I saw Pastor Bob and Betty was at 

church on Christmas Eve.  As I pulled on my choir robe, 

Betty approached with a small package, wrapped in red  

paper. 

I ripped open the paper to find a pair of socks identi-

cal to Pastor Bob’s.  ―Now you can be just as cool as Bob,‖ 

she said, smiling. 

Every Christmas I pull those socks out of my drawer 

and pull them on, because even though thirty years have 

passed, they remind me of that gathering, singing carols, 

reading scripture, and recounting legends in the soft glow of 

a twinkling Christmas tree.  Even in times like these, when 

we fear we may lose everything, when the future is so uncer-

tain, if we gather together in His name, the Holy Spirit will 

be among us, and will sustain us, if we let it shine in our 

hearts, and share it with others. 
 

\                                                                             ~ Kris Bigalk ~ 
 
Kris Bigalk has been a member of Normandale 

Lutheran Church and the Normandale Choir 

since 2003. She and her husband Mike  

Burgoyne have five kids, ranging in age from  

6 to 18. Kris is the Director of Creative Writing 

at Normandale Community College, and her 

first book of poetry, Repeat the Flesh in  

Numbers, will be released in late February. 

In Him there is no darkness at all 

The night and the day are both alike 

 

The lamb is the Light of the city of God 

Shine in my heart Lord Jesus. 

        (Refrain, ―I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light‖) 

In the 1980’s, and the farm crisis was in full swing; 

farms adjacent to ours were going into foreclosure.  The year 

I turned fifteen was particularly bad; prices for crops were at 

an all-time low, debts were high, and worry and sadness 

darkened the mood at home much of the time. 

That December, all five of us confirmands at St. 

Matthew’s Lutheran Church were invited to attend a special 

Christmas dinner, prepared by Bob’s wife, Betty.  None of us 

had ever been to a fancy dinner party, and we weren’t sure 

what to expect. 

When my friends and I arrived, we quietly took off 

our coats and boots and made our way to the dining room.  

Each of the plates had a hand-written place-card.  We found 

our spots, joined hands, and sang, ―Be present at our table, 

Lord.‖ 

Betty served us a salad course, a soup course, a main 

course, and then, her tour-de-force – a Baked Alaska.  It was 

magical.  In this house, the mood quickly turned happy and 

cheerful, thanks to Betty’s humor and Bob’s laughter. 

After dinner, we moved into comfortable chairs in 

the living room.  The towering Christmas tree filled the room 

with a lovely pine scent, and the lights twinkled color around 

the room.  We sang Christmas carols and hymns, read the 

Christmas story from scripture, and learned how Martin Lu-

ther began the tradition of bringing an evergreen tree indoors, 

lighting it with candles to celebrate the birth of Jesus.  As we  

joined hands again to pray at the close of the evening, I felt 
the presence of the Holy Spirit, a lightening of the heaviness 

I’d been feeling. 

Shine in My Heart, Lord Jesus 

 

Lost & Found  
 

Please check the table outside of  

the Preschool entrance.  

Items left after  

Sunday, January 29 

will be given to a local charity. 

Jan. 18 Breakfast Night 

 

Jan. 25 Sliced Turkey & Gravy 

 

Feb. 1 Spaghetti & Meatballs 

 

Feb. 8 Swedish Meatballs 

 

Feb. 15 Baked Chicken 

 

 

                     Upcoming Meals:           

Thrivent 2011 
 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans members’ efforts through the Care 

in Communities projects resulted in gifts of $1,863 for CES, Gifts for 

Seniors, and quilting. Thrivent also matched $4,000 raised for fund-

raisers for  Healing & Wholeness, SAYFSM, tornado relief,  

Augustana Preschool, and Normandale Housing. 

 

Using Thrivent Choice, members directed $10,528 to Normandale, 

The Foundation, Normandale Housing, and Healing & Wholeness. 

The Choice program will continue through 2012, so members are  

encouraged to take advantage of their opportunities to direct  

contributions.  
    

 

Book, Bagel & Brew 
 

January 14-22 (please pray for safe travels) 

Book Club Cruise to Western Caribbean 

    

Upcoming Pizza Parties for Children’s Choirs 
 

Boys Choir Rehearsal:   Wednesday, February 1 4:45-5:45 pm Multi-Purpose South 

Boys Pizza Party:   Wednesday, February 1 5:45-6:45 pm Valley View South 
 

Girls Choir Rehearsal:   Wednesday, February 8 6:00-7:00 pm Multi-Purpose South 

Girls Pizza Party:   Wednesday, February 8 7:00-8:00 pm  Fellowship Hall 
 

Cherub Choir Rehearsal:   Thursday, February 16 4:30-5:30 pm Multi-Purpose South 

Cherub ñGodôs Loveò Party:   Thursday, February 16 5:30-6:30 pm Fellowship Hall 

January 28 
9:00 am / Library 

discussing 

I Still Dream About You 

by Fannie Flagg 

February 25 
9:00 am / Library 

discussing 

Not My Daughter 

by Barbara Delinsky 

Candace Barrick Cathie Danielson Connie Hagen 

Wendy Bisping Arlene Dugdale Katie Niessen 

Laurie Brentlinger Debby Fehlandt Bev Page 

Mary Canakes Lisa Gavins Audrey Simmons 

Sue Cell De Goodmanson Pastor Nancy Windels 
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Study Godõs Word 

Ice Skating Event 
         All are invited!         

Friday, January 20 (date correction)   

6:30–8:00 pm 

 

No admission charge for skating. Skate rental $5 per pair or bring your own!  

(sizes range toddler to adult and photo ID needed for all rental) 
 

You are invited to join Steve Hanson, Youth Director, Liz Paul, Children’s Ministry Director, 

Tobi Duffy, Seedlings Director, Amy James, Director of Lay Ministry, and their families for outdoor ice skating at  

Centennial Lakes Park!  
 

Look for us by the fireplace (where you will put on your skates)! We’ll have hot chocolate to share! Skating at Centennial Lakes 

Park is a lovely experience in the evening. The ice is groomed daily for skating, there are three main ponds connected by narrow, 

meandering canals, and it is beautifully lit at night. All are welcomeðbring the whole family or bring a friend (children must 

be accompanied with an adult). 
 

NOTE: The day of the event, call 952-833-9580 to verify that the facility is open. Closure happens occasionally due to ice  

conditions and weather. Call Steve, Liz or Amy, 952-929-1697 with questions! Directions: www.centenniallakespark.com  

and click MAP. 

News & Announcements  

 

We welcome 

Dr. Steve 

Paulson,  

Luther Semi-

nary Professor 

of Systematic 

Theology, as 

he returns for 

his third series 

at Normandale. 

 

Dr. Paulson asks:  
 

“What does God want? What is 

owed to him? The first thing any 

Christian learns is the Ten Com-

mandments. Our teaching manual 

for the Christian life, Luther's Small 

Catechism, begins with this, and so 

nothing is more important to be 

clear about than what God wills for 

our lives. The very first thing we 

need to learn in life is how to get 

along with our parents, and not 

long after we learn how to get along 

with our Creator. Without these our 

lives get messed up and full of trou-

ble. Teaching us these things was so 

important, God sent Moses to give 

these commandments on tablets of 

stone! But it is also true that noth-

ing is more full of trouble than these 

ten words. Sometimes we read them 

with joy and anticipation, but usu-

ally we find them troubling, a bur-

den, and wonder how we measure 

up, or why God would make a  

world like he has made with par-

ents who need to be honored, 

neighbors who need to be treated 

well even when they do not treat us 

well, and a God who is owed all 

our worship leaving nothing else to 

anyone or anything else in life.  So 

we will dwell in these words of 

Moses to learn God's will for our 

lives, and also learn what God 

does with sinners who either do 

not do what the commandments 

say, or do them and find that they 

are pleasing to God not because of 

these commandments, but because 

of something quite extraordinarily 

different—simple faith in Christ.”    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Z Gathering begins in Fellow-

ship Hall immediately after the 

8:30 am worship.  

Z Lectures start at 9:45 am.   

Z Special books for the series 

available for sale on Orchard 

Sunday mornings. 

 

Please invite a friend and 
bring your Bible. 

 

Bible Studies  
 

Menôs Monday/ 7ï8 am /  

Fireside Room  
 

(No study Monday, January 16: Martin 

Luther King Holiday (church closed) 
 

January 23  

Deuteronomy 18:15-20; Psalm 111;  

1 Corinthians 7:29-31; Mark 1:14-20 
 

January 30 
Isaiah 40:21-31; Psalm 147:1-11, 20c; 

1 Corinthians 9:16-23; Mark 1:29-39 
 

February 6 

2 Kings 5:1-14; Psalm 30; 1 Corinthians 

9:24-27, Mark 1:40-45 
 

February 13 

2 Kings 2:1-12; Psalm 50:1-6;  

2 Corinthians 9:24-27, Mark 1:40-45 
 

February 20 

Genesis 9:8-17; Psalm 25:1-10; 

1 Peter 3:18-22; Mark 1:9-15 
 

February 27 

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16; Psalm 22:23-31; 

Romans 4:13-25; Mark 8:31-38 
 

 

Womenôs Wednesday  

9:30 -11:30 am / Room 209  
 

When we listen & read God’s Word, we 

are changed! When we come together as 

women of faith we are changed!  
 

We are finishing 2 Samuel and will  
begin 1 Kings on January 25. Itôs never 

too late to start Bible Study. 
 

Led by Pastor Dixie Johnson  

Come and hear God calling to you!   
 

Thursday Morning  

10 -11 am / Room 209  

Get on Your Mark:  The Beginning of 

the Good News led by Pastor Pettersen 

during January.  
 

Pastor Dixie Johnson will lead Bible 

study during February & March on 

ñThe Armor of God.ò Ephesians 6:10-

17 tells us to be strong in the Lord, to 

put on the full armor of God so that we 

can battle against the mighty powers of 

evil & darkness in the world. 
 

Friday Morning  

7 -8 am / Fireside Room  

Genesis—Led by Pastor Chuck  

Humphrey. Starting January 20 we 

will be studying Exodus. 

 

Coffee and Christ— 
 

an informal discussion on Bible texts for the day 
 

Come re-read and reconsider Bible texts for the day with others over a cup of 

coffee from 9:45-10:45am (Education hour)  in Room 211 on Sundays,  

January 15, 29, February 5, 19, March 4 & 18. 
  

Discussion hosted by Steve Hallaway. 

 
 

Lawrence University 
Conservatory Brass  
and Organ Concert 

 
Sunday, March 4 

 
4:00 pm 

 
 

Normandale is delighted to host the Lawrence  

Conservatory Brass Ensemble and Organist, Kathrine 

Handford. Students and faculty are from Lawrence 

Conservatory of Music, Appleton, Wisconsin. 

 

Free!  

The Orchard Lenten Series,  
 The Ten Commandments,  
  begins February 5 & continues for 5 weeks. 

Preaching with the Pastors    
February 1, 8, 15 

 

On the Wednesdays listed above, meet with the 

preaching pastor to consider the Bible readings for 

the upcoming Sunday. Through lectio divina we 

will listen for what God is saying to us, to Norman-

dale, and to the world. We will listen to what others 

are hearing and grow in discerning how God speaks 

through the Word. Each Wednesday stands alone, 

so come whenever you can.  
 

We’ll meet from 7:15 to 8:00 pm  
in the Sanctuary. 

 

 

New Member Community 
 

an intentional time and place  

created for those newest in our midst  
 

If you are new to Normandale and would like to deepen your connection, 

join the Winter New Member Community. This group will meet over a 

period of four Sundays, 9:45 to 10:45 am, beginning January 29, in the 

Fireside Room and will affirm their membership at the February 26,  

8:30 am worship service. This experience will be led and guided by  

Normandale staff members.   
 
 

Contact Amy James, Director of Lay Ministry at amy@normluth.org or  

952-929-1697 ext 13 to let us know of your interest. 

Metropolitan Symphony Orchestra 
Sunday, March 25 

4:00 pm 
 

Free-will Offering 
 

  William Schrickel, Conductor 
 

Vincent Youmans/Dmitri Shostakovich Tahiti Trot (Tea for Two)  

Polina Nazaykinskaya   Winter Bells 

Dmitri Shostakovich     Symphony #10 in E minor, op. 93 

 

Shostakovich’s powerful and personal Tenth Symphony traverses 

an exceptionally wide-ranging emotional terrain, while his witty 

setting of Tea for Two, created in 40 minutes on a bet, could not be 

more tongue-in-cheek. Polina Nazaykinskaya’s Winter Bells is the 

young composer’s evocation of seasonal sounds and memories of 

her native Russia. 

http://www.centenniallakespark.com
javascript:void(0)
mailto:amy@normluth.org
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Serving seniors in transition and their family caregivers  
to support health in spirit, mind, and body  

 

Menõs &Womenõs Retreat (sign -up NOW)  Normandale Center for Healing & Wholeness  

Welcome! To our new  

Health & Wellness 

Coordinatorð 

Kim Kritzer, RN, BSN 
 

Kim Kritzer is a professional registered nurse 

specializing in the area of chronic conditions, 

health education, wellness, and community care 

coordination. She brings a wealth of experience 

and a passion for working with older adults and 

family members who assist them.  
 

Kim will be managing the Center’s health 

education, wellness, foot care, exercise, and 

evidence-based courses including those on 

balance and on improving self-care condition 

management. She is in the Center on Tuesday 

and Thursday and a half day on Wednesday. 

Drop by and say hello! 
 

Call her at 952-929-1697 ext 27. 

A Matter Of Balance 
 

Taught by Shelly Howe, P.T. & Brian Kuebler 
 

When:   Tuesdays, March 6-April 24,        

  1:00-3:00 pm 

Where:  Normandale Lutheran Church,  

        Rooms 209-211 

Cost:      $40 for materials 

Receive $20 back if you attend  

7 of the 8 classes. 
 

These 8-session, two hour classes are designed for 

anyone concerned about falls or simply interested 

in improving balance, flexibility, and strength. 

The program has been very popular and has  

 received excellent reviews from participants. 
 

ñI am already noticing a difference in my 

physical being.ò (past participant) 

                     Announcing! 2012 Plans 

   2012 promises to be an exciting year for the Center! We invite you to be part of it. 

  
 Whatôs coming up. . .  

 Expanded Foot Care —A Podiatrist will be providing additional foot care services,  

 allowing seniors to bill Medicare two or three times per year, as needed. 

 Healthy Moves—A new home-based visit to address mobility/balance to ―age in place‖  

 Partners in Care Electronic Resource Tool—An Internet repository of resources 

available to sons and daughters, grandchildren, and other adults helping aging parents. 

 Senior Health Coaches—A new type of volunteer who checks in by phone about twice 

a month to talk with an elder about his/her goals (please call if you are interested). 

 ñLetôs TalkòðTips and Insights from Geriatrician, Dr. Sharon Marx—Sharon will 

be providing these ―Chat Sessions‖ every quarter. 
 

OFFICE HOURS  (Come Visit Us when youõre at church)                                                                                             

Our Office Hours are: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from 8 am to 4 pm. 

WATCH FOR THESE FUTURE HEALTH & WELLNESS EVENTS:                      

Managing Medications in a Cost Effective Way . . .           Better Choices, Better Health  . . .  Tai Chi. . .  

Welcome to our new Lead Custodian, Ron Nelsen 
 

We are glad to welcome our new Lead Custodian, Ron Nelsen, to our staff. Ron worked at Welsh Compa-

nies, property managers, as a contract superintendent until the position was eliminated. He is qualified or 

licensed for electrical, boiler, and HVAC work. He lives in Osseo with his wife and three teenagers.  

They attend a Lutheran church in Otsego. 

a retreat for women February 24-25  - a program of 
Normandale Lutheran Church open to all 

Beauty forAshes  Isaiah 61:1-3 

a day set aside for renewal in the promises of God  

Gather with other Normandale 

women to explore and experience  

the promises of God drawing on 

rhythms and themes in your own   

life in faith. 

 

Retreat begins two days after Ash 

Wednesday. Andrea Fieldhouse, 

director for faith formation at 

Mount Calvary in Excelsior, MN,  

is keynote speaker and facilitator. 

Date, Time & Place 
Oak Ridge Hotel & Conference Center 

1 Oak Ridge Drive, Chaska, MN  55318 
 

Begins Friday, February 24:       check-in 4:30-5:30 pm 

through Saturday, February 25: check-out 3:30 pm 
 

Cost for double occupancy $130      

 note roommate, otherwise assigned 

Cost for single occupancy $170    

 note this when you register 
 

Checks payable to Normandale Lutheran Church  

by January 24. 

Register Today- Invite a friend! 
Sign up at the Welcome Center OR Contact Janet Devine  

at 952-929-1697 x 10 or janet@normluth.org 

Accommodations 
Oak Ridge is a restful and beautifully 

contemporary retreat setting nestled in 130 

wooded acres overlooking Lake McKnight 

only 15 minutes from Normandale.  

  

Oak Ridge provides modern 

accommodations as well as delicious & 

healthful food choices with an array of 

specialty items to choose from for all meals 

and snacks prepared by award winning 

chefs, included in retreat cost. 
Program   Amy James, Director of Lay Ministry  
Coordinators  Liz Paul, Director of Childrenõs Ministry 
 

 

2nd Annual Men’s Retreat 
 

―Faithful Men Living it Outò 
 

Friday, January 27īSaturday, January 28 
(check in: 5:30 pm; dinner 6-7 pm; ends 3:00 pm) 

Oak Ridge Conference Center in Chaska (15 minutes from Normandale) 
 

Cost: $135 (double room / assigned a roommate)     $175 (solo / private room) 
 

 

Register: Welcome Center or Dana Arnold at 952-929-1697 ext 19 or dana@normluth.org. 

mailto:janet@normluth.org
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Mission & Outreach  

Judy Henderson will be gone in January and February. 
Sew Day Quilting will resume in March. 
 

If you have any new or used sheets that you can donate, 

please drop them off in the basket by the Library or bring 

them to the church office. 

Seniors òA New Dayó 

Second Thursday 
 

Join us on January 12 when Ken Kortz will present an  

extremely timely book, Reckless Endangerment by Gretchen 

Morganson of the New York Times. It describes how out-

sized greed and corruption lead to economic Armageddon. 

Chapel Talk will be given by Phil Larson. David Clarke 

will give the program on Normandale’s music department. 

When new members are asked why they joined Normandale, 

almost always our music is mentioned. For a special treat, 

the Bells will be featured. 
 

On February 8, The Book Club will be led by Birgit  

Andersen who has chosen In the Garden of Beasts by Eric 

Larson, a story of an American family in Hitler’s Germany. 

The Chapel Talk will be by Russ Tokheim. The program 

will be Sandy Aslaksen from Our Saviour’s Community  

Services whose shelter we have helped for many years. She 

will tell us how their unique program has developed to do 

more than provide a bed for a night, but also to lead the 

homeless to a productive life. 

 

Normandale House: Serving & 
Receiving 
 

Here are two letters: one from our church 

member and one from our Normandale 

House families. These letters tells what 

our mission is all about and they tell our 

story well!   

                                                                                                                                 
November 2011 

Dear Ones, 

             As I knit these hats I can’t help but think of where they will 

end up.  I’ve received a few ―thank yon‖ notes and even one snap 

shot of the children who were wearing my hats.  I loved that! It 

gave my spirit a lift and some days that is most welcome! 

             If the situation seems right, put my name and address in 

with the hats and who knows -- I may get a ―thank you.‖ I’d love 

that and in the meantime I’ll keep my knitting needles going -- as I 

knit I’ll try to be attentive to what the Lord might have to say to 

me. 

             He’s on my case daily.  He will surprise me -- He always 

does. In the meantime, I must learn to live, love, -- and die!   He 

promises to be with me.  I believe that -- there I rest. 

                                           Love, Lois M Anderson   

 
 
Dear Ms Anderson, 

 
      I just want to thank you for giving your time and patience to 

help our families.  Letting God use you is hard for some people.  

But dear heart, you make it look easy. 

     Thank You - The hats are  

beautiful.                                                  

 

Francine & Kids 

Dear VEAP Member Congregation, 

  

We wrapped up another successful Holiday 

Toy Program at VEAP and I wanted to say 

―Thank You.‖ Thank you so much for all of 

your support and donations.  It is truly amaz-

ing to see the outpouring of generosity from 

Normandale, its members, and other 

churches to make this program possible. 

Thousands of toys were received along with 

books, games, gift cards, and winter wear. 

When we were short of donations, people 

stepped up and came forward with just what 

we needed so we could serve all of the fami-

lies arriving. Every donation really mattered 

so we could serve each child equally. By 

working together we met our goal and the 

need this year. 

  

For everyone who donated, know your con-

tribution is greatly appreciated by VEAP and 

all those we serve. We have already received 

thank you notes and phone calls from fami-

lies expressing their gratitude for the help 

they have received; it was certainly ex-

pressed each day as parents came and were 

assisted by the volunteers selecting a gift for 

their girls and boys. The ―thank you’s‖ in 

multiple languages, tears of joy and hugs 

were just a few ways our guests wanted to let 

us know how much they appreciated every-

thing they received.   

  

We are still counting the final numbers, but 

we know over 4,800 children received gifts 

and more than three thousand households 

received Cub Cards for a holiday meal. With 

your support, VEAP was able to help our 

neighbors create and maintain holiday tradi-

tions for their families.   

  

Thank you to everyone who helped lead up 

the toy collection at your church. Your time 

and energy is not unnoticed and it is 

GREATLY appreciated. We simply cannot 

do what we do here without you.   
 

THANK YOU! 

  
Krista Phillips 

Children and Youth Services Manager 

Foot Care Clinic 
 

 

February 1 & 2  and March 7 & 8          

9:00 am–3:00 pm 

Call 952-929-1697 for an appointment. 

Meals on Wheels  

 Have time and a car?   

 Want an easy, one time or occasional service 

project for yourself or your family? 

 Want to make a real difference in someone’s 
day today? 

 

Normandale has a long history of supporting Meals 

on Wheels, a local non-profit, that delivers pre-

pared meals to individuals who are largely home-

bound. Nancy McCann, Normandale member, and 

our Meals on Wheels Volunteer Coordinator, is 

seeking drivers. She coordinates volunteer drivers 

for the second Tuesday, second Wednesday, and 

fifth Monday of every month from a call list she 

keeps.  

 

The commitment looks like this: 

 Total time commitment is 1 1/2 hours on the 

day you choose. 

 Pick up meals/driving instructions at United 

Methodist Church of Peace at 6345 Xerxes 

Avenue South, Richfield on your day to  

 deliver. 

 Drive meals to homes, meeting them with a 

big smile and as much light in you as you 

have!  

 Flexibility is huge. Tell Nancy McCann what 

day(s) and month(s) work for you or let her 

know you’d like to be a one time a year or one 

time helper. Substitutes on call are also 

needed. 
 

To volunteer, contact Nancy McCann at  
952-835-7853.  

 
For more information about Meals on Wheels, 

visit www.meals-on-wheels.com. 

Overpopulation Crisis 
Avoiding Global Catastrophe by Ending Our Delusion 
 

Saturday, February 18 
Fellowship Hall @ Normandale 

 

9:30 am—Coffee & Danish 

10:00 am—Speaker, David Paxson 
 

According to global footprint analysis, the world’s  

7 billion people are consuming resources over 50% faster 

than the long-term, sustainable rate. We are consuming our 

resource base – eating our seed corn – at the global level! 

 

What will this mean for our children’s and grandchildren’s 

lives? Overpopulation is a driving cause of many mega-

problems in the world. Three of the greatest are: overcon-

sumption and depletion of vital resources and resulting con-

flicts over these dwindling resources; rising levels of dire 

poverty, suffering and early death; and continuing loss of 

species/biodiversity. 
 

What must we do to change course – to prevent global catas-

trophe and create a truly sustainable society? Join us to ex-

plore these and other compelling questions about our future 

and the greatest moral challenge of our time. 
 

David Paxson, a national leader on the issue of sustainable 

populations issues. He was the founder of World Population 

Balance in 1991. 

javascript:void(0)
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Childrenõs Ministry 

Summer Youth Ministry Internship 
 

Applicants shall be at least a college freshman. Special considera-

tion will be given to those who may be considering seminary or 

youth ministry. Information and applications can be obtained at: 

http://www.normluth.org/youthsummer.shtml. Applications 

are to be submitted to Steve Hanson, Youth Director. 

Deadline: March 4 

 

Forms available: Welcome Center or www.normluth.org 

Broomball Tournament @  
Camp Wapo  

 

 February 17-18 
 

All 10-12th grade students and their friends are invited to attend 

this yearly event. We leave Friday, February 17, stay over 

night, play broomball Saturday, and come home.  

Free of charge!  

(You may want some spending money,  

in case we stop for snacks.)  
 

Come and be a part of this championship team!! 

Sasquatch: The Big Ski Retreat 
 

February 24-26 
 

All 7th-12th grade students and their friends 

are invited. We will travel to Spirit Mountain in 

Duluth and stay at the Edgewater Resort and Wa-

ter Park for two days of skiing and two nights of water park fun.   
 

Cost: $200 (non-refundable) 
 

Deadline: Wednesday, February 8.  

Youth News  

Elizabeth Paul, Director of Children & Family Ministry,  

952-929-1697 ext 14, elizabeth@normluth.org.  

Mission Month 

January is Mission Month in Sunday School and we are focusing on 

the ELCA Malaria Campaign this year. Nearly 800,000 people die 

each year from malaria—most are children under five. It doesn't have 

to be this way. The disease is completely preventable and treatable.  

Just $10 dollars buys a bed net that can protect a family!  
 

All Sunday School children are challenged to bring at least $10 in  

offerings in January to help this important Mission.   
 

Mission Month will culminate with the Mission Auction on  
January 29 during Sunday School. 

8 

9-12th Grade Summer  
(Border Immersion) Mission Trip 

 

El Paso, Texas / June 23-30 

Cost: $600 
 

Spots Limited: First Come, First Serve Basis 
 

For more information:  
http://www.normluth.org/faith_students_summer.shtml 

7th & 8th Grade Lock-In!  
January 20 @ 6:30pm - January 21 @ 7:00am 
 

We will meet at the church at 6:30 pm and for the first time ever, 

we will be going off-site. We will be Ice Skating at Centennial 

Lakes (6:45-8:00pm) & tubing at Buck Hill (8-10pm). Transpor-

tation from the church will be provided.  
 

Cost: $30 includes all activities, pizza, pop, snacks, prizes and 

much more. Deadline: Wednesday, January 18 

Ice Skating Event 
         All are invited!         

Friday, January 20  
6:30–8:00 pm 

 

(More information on Page 12) 

1st Annual Women’s Retreat a day set aside for renewal 
 

February 24-25   

(More information on Page  6) 

Upcoming Faith Markers 
 

4 yr old Faith Marker  

Sunday, February 12, 9:45 am, Multi-Purpose North.  

 Topic: Prayer. 
 

2 nd  Grade Faith Marker  

Sunday, February 26, 9:45am, Multi-Purpose North.   

 Topic: Gifts and Talents. 

First to Third 
Grade—Family  
Zoomobile 
 

If you have a child in 

First, Second, or Third grade, please join us for a special family event 

on Saturday, March 3 at 10:00 am.   
 

The Minnesota Zoomobile will be bringing animals for us to learn 

about as we examine the interconnectedness of God’s creation and our 

need to care for it.   
Look for more information in the mail soon.  

Communion Instruction 
 

Communion instruction is available for all children in grades 3-6 and 

their parents.  

 This year’s class is being offered Saturday, March 24 from  

 9:30-11:30 am.   

 Our Communion recognition will be held at our Maundy Thursday 

Worship on Thursday, April 5 at 7:00 pm. 

All summer registration forms will be available starting Sunday, February 5. 

Online at www.normuth.org or at the Welcome Center at Normandale. 
Questions about any programs, call the church office at 952-929-1697. 

Children & Youth Summer Happenings  

Blessing Place Camps 
 

Age: Newborns to 3 ½ year olds! 
 

Each week the curriculum focuses on a unique theme 

that introduces the children to the exciting world of edu-

cation! Every adventure includes art, music, large motor 

play, games, and story time. 
 

Must be 18 months by May 1, 2012. 
 

 All about Poetry                 May 15-18 

 Cooking Fun!                     May 22-25 

 All about Gardening          May 29-June 1 

 All about Golfing               June 5-8 

 All about Music                  June 12-15 
 

Time:   Cost: 

9:00-11:30 am  $100 (6 week-18 months 

   $  70 (18 months-3 1/2 yr) 

 

Seedling Camps 
 

Time: 9:00 am-1:00 pm   Cost: $160       

Age: 6 weeks to 12 year olds 
Our summer faith-based child care programs. A weekly 

faith-filled adventure camp. We explore God through 

Word, art, and science. During the summer, the children 

will unearth how and why God made water, dirt, color, 

and so many other wonderful things. 
  

Wild Wacky Wonderful Wednesdays        June 27-Aug 15 
Fun Faith Filled Fridays                         July 9-Aug 17 
  

 Non-refundable registration fee of $20 due with 

registration. 

 A letter will be sent mid-May with details. 

 Tuition for the summer program is due on June 1. 

  

Toddler VBS           
 July 23-27 / 9:00 am to 12:00 Noon  

 

Age: Twos and Threes! 
 

Cost: $60 

 

Contact: Tobi Duffy, 952-929- 

1697 ext 28 / tobi@normluth.org. 

Preschool Camps    
 

 Backyard Birds                  May 29-June 1 

 Dinosaurs and More        June 4-7 

 Precious Pets                      June 11-14 

 Beautiful Bugs                   June 18- 21 
 

Join us this summer for a fun-filled outdoor adventure! Choose 

to come to one or all four weeks of summer fun! Classes run 

Monday through Thursday, 9:00 am-1:00 pm. The first week 

of class will run Tuesday through Friday due to the holiday 

weekend. Donôt forget to bring a lunch; we will eat together 

in our classroom or have a picnic outdoors! 
 

Who is invited?  
Age: Three by January 1, 2012 through pre-kindergarten age.  

Children will be grouped according to age and must be toilet 

trained. 
 

Time: 9:00 am-1:00 pm, Monday through Thursday  

(1st week—Tuesday-Friday due to Memorial Day weekend) 
 

Cost: $115 per week (sign up for all 4 weeks) 
 

Register:  Visit www.preschool.normluth.org to download 

our registration form. There are limited spaces so sign up 

early! Mail in your registration form with a $25 registration 

fee or drop it off at the Preschool Office. 
 

Contact: JoAnne Gustafson, 952-929-1697 ext 43  

or joanne@normluth.org. 

Vacation Bible School      
July 23-27  / 9:00 am to 12:00 Noon  

 

Ages: 4 year olds through 5th grade 6th & up:     

            Volunteers (Free!) 
 

Cost:  Before July 8: $30 per child/$75 max per family.                        

After July 8:   $40 per child/$100 max per family.  
 

Contact:  Liz Paul, 952-929-1697 ext 14/

elizabeth@normluth.org  

Camp Wapo 
 

Seeds Weekend (2nd & 3rd Grade)  July 6- 8      Cost: $140  
 

Youth Camp (4-8th Grade)  July 8-13      Cost: $390 
 

Tim Team (9-12th Grade)                July 6-13      Cost: $400 

               ($200 paid by Normandale Lutheran Church) 
 

Scholarships are available.   
 

Contact: 
 Liz Paul or Steve Hanson @ 952-929-1697 

Gr. 2-6: Liz Paul. ext 14, elizabeth@normluth.org 

Gr. 7-8 and TIM Team:  

Steve Hanson ext. 29, steve@normluth.org 

 

Boys and Girls Choir Camp—August 17 & 18 
 

This singing experience is open to all boys and girls entering 

grades 3-6. Ruth Oliphant, Children’s Choir Director, will be 

presenting exciting new anthems for the upcoming church year 

and will provide an awesome musical experience in this  

27-hour camp. This is a great chance to enjoy old friends and 

make new friends at Luther Park in Danbury, WI.  

Cost: $60. Deadline: Friday, May 31 
 
 

Contact: Ruth Oliphant, 952-929-1697, ext 55 

9-12th Grade Summer Mission Trip 2012 
(See article under Youth News) 

Steve Hanson, Youth Director, 952-929-1697 ext 29, steve@normluth.org 

mailto:tobi@normluth.org
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